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November 2005 

From the Pilot's Seat 

By Steve Till 
 
10/21/05 
 
Chapter 35, the New England Aerobatic Club, is 
about to embark on another year.  The new 
administration is in place.  At our last meeting I 
was re-elected president and Wes Liu succeeded 
Janusz as V.P.  Sheldon was re-elected 
Treasurer, but we have a vacancy for Chapter 
Secretary.  We will continue to do what we have 
done best, to hold Contests.  We will also have a 
winter banquet, hold some practices and 
generally support one another in our attempts to 
defy gravity and the horizon. 
 
A large number of Chapter members turn out for our various events.  Some newer members have 
to keep our events running in their usual well-oiled manner.  But there are new ideas on the 
horizon, and we need new blood to bring them into fruition. 
 
The two most important projects are to have a Judges’  School sometime this winter and to have 
another contest.  Qualified judges are always in demand and besides we can learn to fly better 
figures by understanding how they are judged.  Another contest would mean that our chapter 
would hold four, gasp, four contests in a year, including the Outlaw.  You can’ t beat that if you 
want to be a successful aerobatic competitor.  Just by the laws of chance you are 1,534.67 % 
more likely to come home with a trophy, if we have four contests.  Did I mention my superb 
grasp of numbers?  This is why I am President and Sheldon is Treasurer. 
 
Other ideas about ways we might expand our club have been suggested.  Having a spring 
training camp, having a presence at East Coast Air shows, and buying an AN-2 to act as a 
traveling clubhouse (and storage for box markers) are just a few of the ideas that have nee kicked 
around.  
 
To accomplish all of these exciting ideas we need volunteers.  We could have a committee of 
three or four members working on each one.  We have the expertise among us.  So beside the 
task of perfecting your outside snap, consider taking on an event which will spread joy and the 
gospel according to Aresti.  We will be there to help and applaud. 
 
Stephen Till 
President IAC 35 
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Results from the 2005 Nationals 

The 2005 US Nationals took place September 25th through the 30th in Texas.  Pilots from around 
the country came to compete.  Chapter 35 had two representatives.  Bill Gordon competed in 
Intermediate and finished 9th, Rob Holland competed in Advanced and finished 4th.  Rob also 
qualified 2nd for the advanced world team.  Congratulations to both on their performance.  Some 
other results are listed here. 

 
Pr imary  Sportsman Intermediate  Advanced Unlimited 

1st Sam Tilleman  Jason Dusel Doug Bartlett  Hector Ramirez Kirby Chambliss 
2nd Joe Stockhausen  Joe Haycraft Reinaldo Beyer  Jeff Boerboon Michael Racy 
3rd Robert Bismuth  D R Bales Bud Judy  Todd Whitmer Zach Heffley 

“ THIS IS THE STUPIDEST THING I’VE EVER DONE”  
 
By Bill Gordon 
 
That’s what I thought and told everyone who 
asked on my seven-hop trip to Sherman TX for 
the National Aerobatics Championships.  I was 
flying in good weather only to land at my 
destination a few hours before the hurricane 
symbol was forecast to be right over the hangar 
where I would be parking my Pitts S2B.  The 
forecast was for 10 to 20 inches of rain, 
thunderstorms and tornadoes as the storm stalled 
over northern Texas. I followed the high clouds 
defining the leading edge of the storm.  I 
frequently checked the IAC website, which said 
that everything would remain on schedule.  So I 
pressed on, questioning my judgment all the way. 
 
Well, as luck would have it, the storm just missed us and we had very hot and windy weather, but the 
entire week turned out to be clear and flyable. Even the 1300-mile trip home was uneventful. 
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My first impression was an overwhelming feeling that I was in way over my head.  Pilots and planes 
that I only had seen in magazines and places like Oshkosh surrounded me.  In attendance were planes 
including the Red Bull, a Velox, an MX2, and lots of Suk’s and Yak’s.  There was only one Super 
Decathlon, which won Sportsman, and a highly modified Clipped Wing Taylorcraft that competed in 
Intermediate.  Monoplanes seemed to be in the majority. 
 
The practice day went well in spite of a 35-40 knot cross-box wind that blew you out every two or three 
figures.  The wind persisted all week but not that bad.  All categories were affected equally; there were 
lots of outs. 
 
It was finally my turn to fly the Known on Monday.  We all pushed our planes to the number painted 
on the ramp corresponding to our order of flight.  Since I was thirteenth, I decided to take a look at my 
competition’s hardware. As I walked the line, I was impressed to see several planes with the pilot’s 
accomplishments painted on the tail.  Like World Advanced Team 2003, etc.  One had so many 
Advanced World competitions on his tail that there was no room for the tail number.  Maybe I was in 
the wrong order of flight?  Nope, I’m in the right place.  Wow, this is pretty discouraging; I don’ t have 
a chance.  I later found out this was a common practice.  You would think that their ego buckets would 
be full enough that they would give the new guys a better chance. 
 
The box was great.  It had two parallel runways, a taxiway, and the ramp, all different colors, right 
under you. It was easy to tell when you were out, which happened often during the week.  
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I believe in setting goals, and I did before I left home.  1. Don’ t embarrass myself.  2. No zeros in any 
sequence.  3. Place in the top 10.  My three flights went pretty well. I have flown better, but I also have 
flown much worse.  Since I accomplished all three goals, I feel pretty good about it.  Scoring almost 
80% leaves much room for improvement, but is not far from what I score in the Regional contests. 
 
Overall, I had a great fun time.  I saw some spectacular flying. Including Rob Holland, who got there 
late due to the Hurricane, overcame the protests, flew three flights back to back, and was second in the 
Advanced Team selection. Congratulations.   By volunteering for the judging line, I was able to watch 
the competition from that aspect also. The quality of the judges was very high and appeared to be tough 
but fair. 
 
As a side note, I learned not to trust AirNav to plan my trip without calling ahead also.  On the way 
down, I stopped at KTEL for some less expensive gas.  When I landed, not a soul was in sight, not an 
airplane in view, and the couple hangars locked up tight.  No problem, there was a shinny new self -
service pump on the field.  I promptly swiped my credit card and up came the response: “SEE 
CASHIER”.  Only 5 gallons of gas left!  Luckily, I had another card that worked.  On the way home, I 
stopped at an airport that I had previously used.  For some reason, they decided to take the weekend off.  
The pump was locked up. A spray plane pilot, who was loading chemicals, thought he knew where the 
key was.  No luck.  After snooping around, I found some bolt cutters in the hangar, snipped the lock 
off, filled up, and left a note with my home info on it.  They called after I got home and were very nice 
about the whole thing. 
 
If anyone from the NE region is planning to attend next year, for planning purposes, it cost me about 
$3000, for the 14 hop round trip ($1000 in gas), food, car rental, lodging, and entry fees.  I thought the 
experience was well worth it, and you might see me there next year.  It’s addicting.   

Chapter 35 Needs Contest Help - Learn To Judge 

Chapter 35 is planning to host an IAC Judges Scholl at the end of January or the beginning of 
February.  Primary and Sportsman pilots will find the explanation of the judging criteria for the 
maneuvers especially useful.  Find out why your scores aren©t 10©s!  The chapter needs judges to 
have contests, so please contact Steve Till (setill@comcast.net or 978-369-8692) to let him know 
you will attend.  You can also give Steve your preferred weekend(s).  The chapter needs a 
headcount to schedule an IAC course director. 

CHAPTER 35 - THE BEGINNING 

 
By Ward Bryant 
 
The early days of Chapter 35 seem like a few short months ago, but in fact the first two 
organizational meetings were held at the Beverly Airport in 1973.  The impetus for the meetings 
came from my trips to Oshkosh and Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.  I was in awe as I walked onto the 
flight line at Oshkosh just in time to see Bob Hoover perform a slow roll on take off in his P-51.  
Years earlier I had played around with aerobatics in an Air Force Flying Club T-34 not really 
knowing what I was doing, and lucky if I didn’ t lose 200 feet during a slow roll, not even close 
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to Mr. Hoover’s precision.  The exposure to precision flying was further reinforced after I 
stopped at one of the first aerobatic contests being held at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin and watched 
pilots like Duane Cole, Art Scholl, Mary Gaffney and many other great aviators flying in 
competition under the auspices of the newly formed organization “ International Aerobatic Club” .  
I became fascinated and obsessed with this precision flying concept. 
  
This new organization, the IAC, I learned promoted local Chapters such as EAA does.  I 
wondered, just wondered if per chance there was enough interest in New England to form a 
Chapter.  This lead to two successful “ lets try it out”  meetings at the Beverly Airport and with 
about 30 people in attendance at each meeting, we had demonstrated there was indeed interest in 
this type of flying.  Two close friends, Val Beaudrault and Dick Kaiser agreed to help with the 
task of organizing a regional IAC Chapter.  
 
We negotiated a place for the Chapter to meet and fly with Harvey Sawyer at the Silver Ranch 
Airpark in Jaffrey, NH.  Harvey and Lee’s enthusiasm and hospitality gave us a friendly out of 
the way place to fly aerobatics.  A now retired United Airlines Captain, Gerry Zimmerman, 
traveled East from Denver to teach a judges school.  We received a tremendous amount of help 
from Mr. Joe Ferrucci at the Portland FSDO (GADO back then).  Joe was a tremendous help in 
the beginning by arranging airspace waivers and giving his blessing to the whole idea of 
aerobatics.  As time went on Joe would fly to Jaffrey and give low altitude waivers to those of us 
who flew and qualified for them.  Finally some paperwork and phone calls to the then IAC 
President Bob Heuer and Chapter 35 was born. 
 
Our first fly-in meeting held at Jaffrey turned out to be a beautiful clear day and we attracted the 
following people with airplanes.  Bill Brady arrived in his Pitts S1-C, Ev Keeler and his two sons 
arrived from Conn. in a French Stampe and Bucker Jungmann, Paul and Paulette Gilman came 
from Conn. in their Taylorcraft, Dr. Dave Rowell flew from Saranac Lake, NY in his 180 HP 
Pitts and Ellis Barrett from Keene, NH was there in his PJ-260.  I had a 7KCAB at the time.  
After a short business and get to know each other meeting, we planned a “Mini-Practice Contest”  
and broke for lunch.  During the lunch break someone advised me that there had been an 
accident at the airport; thoughts that this was going to be the first and last meeting of Chapter 35 
ran through my head.  It seems that a Pitts landed on runway 16 while the pilot’s good friend 
landed on runway 34 in a Citabria, they met at the center taxiway. The damage was minor, 
injuries non existent, everyone remained friends and as you know Chapter 35 flourishes. 
 
The years have passed all too quickly but my association with IAC and in particular Chapter 35 
have been some of the most rewarding and enjoyable times in my life.  When I attend a Contest 
these days and see the good spirit and comradery of competition flying still alive, it makes me 
proud to have been part of the sport during its early days.   
 
Following is a list of the people who have served as Chapter 35 officers through 1988.  Some 
have flown West but some names you will recognize.  All of them deserve credit for the 
continuing success of Chapter 35.  
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President 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Vice President 
 

Val Beaudrault 1973-1980 
Ward Bryant 1981 
Dennis Sawyer 1982 
Ward Bryant 1983-1986 
Ed Morse 1987 
Augie Bohn 1988 

 
 
 
Secretary Treasurer 
 

Dick Kaiser 1973-1974 
Tom Bowman 1975-1976 
Asher Nesin 1977-1981 
Bill & Judy Fletcher 1982-1985 
Rocky Ammon 1986-1987 
Ken Voegtlin 1988 

 

Chapter Meeting Location Updates 

Chapter meetings will now be lunch meetings.  Same time (11:30am), new place.  The Nashua 
meetings will be held in the Mid-Field Café upstairs in the terminal.  Alternate meetings will be 
held in Bedford until practice season rolls around again.  We are looking for suggestions for a 
restaurant.  Send any suggestions to setill@comcast.net.

Ward Bryant 1973-1980 
Val Beaudrault 1981-1987 
Neal Frangesh 1988-?? 
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For  Sale 
 
G-200 - Bill Crawford is selling his G-200.  For information call Bill at 617-680-8581 or email 
wec@tiac.net. 
 
1984 Pitts S1T 
 

 
 
S/N 1021 - 1520 TTAF, 130 hours Since Aviat Factory Rebuild. New lower wings, new gear, 
new tires, brakes, new stearable tailwheel, new fuel tank, many others.  
 
AEIO-360-A1E 130 SMOH. 10-to-1 Lycon pistons, bored cylinders, new camshaft, new 
bearings, etc. 230+ horsepower. All new hoses. New Slick mags. Solid crank. Newly overhauled 
B&C starter/Alternator/Battery.  
 
MTV-2-B-C 130 SPOH by MT Germany/MT USA, 10 since MT USA Inspection  
 
Airplane has a long winning history and shows great in the box. A well-proven competition 
airplane with outstanding performance well into Advanced. Originally owned by Cecilia Aragon 
who qualified for the US Unlimited team in this airplane some 15 years ago.  
 
Contact: Alex Belov, (973) 204-2172 or belov@iac52.org 
 
See tappix.com/720668 for more details. 
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Calendar of Events�

 

October 29th 

The 2005 Outlaw 

Briefing at 10am 

Keene, NH (KEEN) 

November  13th 

Chapter Meeting 

Nashua (KASH) 

December 11th 

Chapter Meeting 

Bedford (KBED) 

Meeting Locations 
 
ASH – The Mid-Field Café.  Upstairs 
in the terminal building. 
 
BED – TBD 
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Local Aerobatics Training 
 
Aer ial Advantage 
Rob Holland, CFI 
Nashua, NH (KASH) 
(603) 598-3180 
aerialadvantage@earthlink.net 
www.aerial-advantage.com 
 
Executive Flyers 
Bedford, MA (KBED) 
(781) 274-7227 
www.executiveflyers.com 
 

Chapter Information 
 
 
President- Steve Till 
779 North Road 
Carlisle, Ma. 01741 
(978) 369-8592 H 
setill@comcast.net 
 
Vice President- Weston Liu 
weston.liu@charter.net 
 
Treasurer- Sheldon Apsell 
20 Malubar Lane 
Newton, MA 02459 
617-332-4795 H 
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http://iac35.aerobatics.ws 
 
Newsletter  stuff goes to: 
Rob Petit at  
rjpetit@earthlink.net 
 
Chapter  35 mailing list signup (highly recommended): 
iac35-subscribe@yahoogroups.co 
 
 


