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From the Pilot's Seat

By Steve Till

6/13/06
Aerobatics as a concentration practice.

My Aerobatic flight is affected by my bank

account, the weather, the schedule for the

Decathlon, if | am distracted by my work, if |

have eaten recently, if | have drunk enough

water today, if | am feeling competent, if | have

had enough sleep, if | have flown enough Acro within the last few weeks to keep my G-

| could probably fill apage with factors affecting my flight. 1f you read the list you would be
amazed that | can fly at all. But | do Aerobatics. What | experience is not acomplex sum of
helpful and harmful conditions. | made one of my best competition flights coming off a hot
afternoon on the judging line with abad headache. | aso messed up badly under great
conditions.

What makes the difference is my ability to concentrate. | can have great equipment and top
notch training, and everything running right. But when the motor starts and my 1Q drops it's my
ability to keep my awareness focused on what is directly in front of me, aircraft controls,
sequence card and box, that makes for a good flight.

Contests are machines for distraction. Thereisthe aircraft to keep together, paperwork and oil to
store, fuel to pay attention to, ajob on the judging line to do, an interesting new Pittsto see, a
friend flying well, a student flying badly, uncertain weather, a poor score to improve on, “why
did he say there was a line between the roll and the half loop? “

How can you pay attention to all this stuff and be focused when it is your moment in the box? Do
you separate yourself from other pilots fifteen minutes ahead of time? Do you walk through
your sequence? Do you sit and visualize your way through the box? Do you look at the other
pilotsin your category? Do you read and analyze the scores of your previous flight? Do you
ignore your scores?

Good aerobatics is about figuring out how to focus as much asit is about proper control inputs.

Happy thinking-happy flying
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Gee, That Looks Like Fun, But | Could Never.....
.... A Newbie’s Perspective

By Dave Shaver

Super Decathlon (298PC) at 2005 Or ange Competition
For many years |’d been aregular at air shows, and
watched the Thunderbirdsin their F-16s and the great
aerobatic pilots like Mike Goulian and Sean Tucker
perform unbelievable tumbles, snaps, and tailslides. What |
never knew was that aerobaticsis not just for air show
pilots, and that New England has an active and inclusive
aerobatic community. This article describes the discovery
process | went through, and may be of help to other
newcomers who ask: “How do you get started?’

Fast forward to 2003, after many years of thinking about

flying, and with my fiftieth birthday not far away, | finally

succumbed to the flying bug, taking my first tentative step with a Discovery Flight ($59) in a
new Cessna-172S at Executive Flyers Aviation at Hanscom Field. Several co-workers had
recommended Executive, and since | work on the other side of the field, the location was great.
After that first flight, | began a year-long process of working on my Private Pilot certificate.
Since | was mostly aweekend flyer, it took awhile to complete my training. | enjoyed the
experience, and had the usual moments of anxiety (first solo), elation (first solo landing), and
growth spurts and plateaus. But part way through my training | found out that Executive Flyers,
which isrun by Mike Goulian, offered coursesin Unusual Attitude Training, as well asamore
comprehensive Aerobatics Course. The prospect of trying out aerobatics gave me a concrete
goal that pushed me on through Private Pilot training. Some people make their living as pilots,
others use planes as minivans to get to their mountain hideaways and | ake-side cabins, and some
like the sightseeing and $100 hamburgers. | fly just for fun, and aerobatics seemed to meto
embody everything about flying for pure fun and mastery of airmanship. Asmuch fun asit was
working on my Private in aCessna 172, | can see why many people finish their certificates and
stop flying. Banging in touch-and-goes and making local area practice flights, while essentia for
keeping up skills, can become somewhat routine (excepting the occasional moments of terror),
and most people don’'t seem to relish doing steep turns and stalls, which we have al been taught
during primary training will perch us at the precipice of the dreaded spin.

After passing my checkride, thefirst thing | did was to sign up for an aerobatic lesson. At the
time, two years ago, Matt Crane was doing most of Executive' s aerobatic instruction, and he
introduced me to Decathlon 40AC and my first experience with ataildragger. On ashort first
flight | got afeel for the airplane (and a control stick), did some stalls, steep turns, and learned
that rudder pedalsin an airplane do actually connect to a control surface! The second flight was
ablast, with aileron rolls and loops, and | was hooked. | have never been prone to motion
sickness, but | did find out that after about an hour your body starts to feel abit scrambled up and
you know it’stime to stop. In addition to some great instruction, Matt was always good at
checking up on how you were feeling. As| have progressed, and begin to realize how
mercilessly | have jerked, over-g’ ed, and minus-g’ ed as | learned maneuvers. | appreciate how
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tough these flight instructors are, and | suspect
that if | had arear-view mirror I’d see them
green-tinged, with eyes closed, praying for their
next instrument lesson.

Thetraining was great fun, and | progressed with
slow rolls, inverted flight, Immelmans, forward
and reverse 1/2 Cuban eights, spins, and
hammerheads. Landing ataildragger also
required new skills, better precision, and greater
attention to ground handling and crosswinds.
While each major new type of maneuver initially
o g (oo St o 2, Produced anear sensory overload, with time each
aerobatic instructor Greg Ryan at the 2005 Orange contest. became like an old friend, and | became
progressively more comfortable with the aircraft
initsentireflight envelope. G-toleranceimproved. Situational awareness, sorely lacking in
many of my earlier flights, started competing successfully for available neurons as | progressed.
| started seeing, hearing, and feeling things that the airplane was doing that | had never noticed.
As | wrapped up my basic training, Matt focused on avoiding, quickly recognizing, and
recovering from potentially dangerous situations, and | realized that one does actually begin to
get amore instinctive feel for when things are not right and what to do. After about 8 months of
weekend flying (with some gaps), Matt signed off my tail wheel endorsement and | started solo
aerobatic flying. Asexciting as my first solo flight was during training for my Private, nothing
could compare with my first solo aerobatic flight. Thereis something about taking a plane,
rolling, looping and flying inverted which brings a smile to my face that just won't go away.

Of course, as a beginner, the concept of aerobatic competition seemed completely crazy and
beyond reach. But during my early aerobatic training | found out about an 1AC-35 sponsored
competition held in Orange, MA in April, and decided to drive out and see what thiswas all
about. | didn't really know what to expect, but had a mental image of some large, intimidating
air show, with abunch of ace pilots with names like “ Tex”, and an announcer calling out
maneuvers and critiquing the poor pilots.

Instead, | found a quiet rura airport, parking only yards from the flight line, afriendly guy
named Steve Till (IAC-35's President, also known as the Emperor) walking people out to see the
planes and explaining how things work, a bunch of really nice down-to-earth people, and a
chance to watch some really great flying as well as some less good flying that... well, maybe |
could competetoo! That particular competition was memorable because Mike Goulian showed
up in his CAP-232 and graced us all with a superb aerobatic performance during one of the
breaks in the competition.

| resolved to at least try a competition, and got my first low-key opportunity in thefall at IAC-
35's“Outlaw” in Keene, NH. Then, after being signed off for solo aerobatics in December, |
practiced intermittently through the winter, with breaks for the weather and the flu, and returned
to Orange the following spring, for my first real competition. Full of jitters, and with Orange’'s
April weather demons working against all of us, | got in only one flight in Sportsman, but | had
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the time of my life. Later in the summer, | went to Springfield, VT for the Green Mountain
Aerobatic Contest, and got to do two Sportsman flights in Executive’ s new Super Decathlon
(298PC), and scored alittle better. While I’m no danger of winning anything in Sportsman
anytime soon, to date I’ ve avoided placing last or disqualifying, and have had alot of fun, so |
feel that I’'m meeting my goals. The camaraderie of the competitorsis truly outstanding, making

these events alot of fun. Aerial Advantage's Pitts S-2-C (126BB)

I’ ve also had the pleasure of flying with Rob
Holland, who runs Aerial Advantage at Boire Field
in Nashua, NH. Aerial Advantage has a Decathlon
and a Pitts S-2C. Whilel’ve only flown a couple of
hoursin the Pitts, the S-2C’ s performanceis
spectacular, with double the roll-rate of the
Decathlon and much better vertical penetration.
Rob’ s lessons were great, augmented with some
very nice demo maneuvers, which gave me afeel
for what lies ahead!

High on my list is getting back for advanced spin
training, learning to snap roll, and learning to land a Pitts (alive). And, of course, the hope that
Executive Flyers might get an Extra-300L for flight training keeps me dreaming...

In summary, we' re remarkably lucky to have good aerobatic flight training available at more
than one place in the local area, and to have an active local 1AC-35 chapter with such great
people. Aerobaticsis not beyond reach of us mere mortals, though it has increased my
appreciation for the incredible level of skill required by the top air show pilots and unlimited
competitors. A great way to get started isto do some reading, and | found “Basic Aerobatics’ by
Szurovy and Goulian to be a useful and quick read, and Allan Cassidy’s “ Better Aerobatics’ is
full of useful information. Watching competitions and talking with peopleis aso inspiring and
informative, but | must caution that it could lead to addiction. Come join the fun!

Want to be an Editor?

Over the next few months we will be looking for a new newsletter editor. If you have editing
skills, an interest in improving the newsletter or just a computer with Microsoft Word you can be
anewsdletter editor! If you would like to help the club’s communications efforts by handling the
newsletter, contact me at rjpetit@earthlink.net or Emperor Steve at setill @comcast.net.

May Meeting Minutes

By Farrell Woods

On Saturday, May 13 we had our monthly meeting at the MidField Cafe
at Nashua airport. The original plan was to meet at Mansfield, where
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we would have a practice session with coaching afterwards.

Unfortunately for us, Mother Nature appears to be catching up for the
relative lack of rain that we had in March and April.

In attendance were:

Wes Liu

Farrell Woods
Steve Till

Sheldon Apsell
Guenther Eichhorn
Sam Montgomery
Ray Moorman
Michael Goulian
Dave Shaver
Charlie Ryan
Mike Capiello (spelling?)
Marci Gruener
Rob Petit

We did not have alot for the agenda this month. We covered the
following items:

Contest and rain date/weather

[Since the May meeting, the contest was postponed due to weather. Rain date is June 29™ — July

2nd. ]
Treasurer@report
The chapter has money in the bank, we@e in good shape.

One problem that®@extant is that a batch of checks that | sent to
Sheldon have apparently been lost in the mail. These checks included
chapter dues money and judges@chool tuition. Although none of

the individual checksisfor a particularly large amount, the sum

total lost is $1039.

| will send out a separate note to each person who is affected by
this. | have acompletelist plusthe individua amounts of money
in question. We will ask affected folks to seeif their checks have
been cashed. The Club will reimburse anyone who wishesto put a
"stop order" on his check - please contact Sheldon directly for

this.
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We®e decided that | will continue to handle membership applications
and other paperwork, but the flow will be different if there® money
involved. Anything that requires a check, such as membership forms,
will go directly to Sheldon. Sheldon will forward the paperwork to

me, and he will deposit the checks himself. Basically the fewer people
who handle money, the better.

Without much else on the meeting agenda, we finished lunch and headed
to the pilots@ounge downstairs to listen to Mike Goulian® contest
flying seminar.

Thiswas awonderful seminar: Mike covered specifics of the Sportsman,
Intermediate, and Advanced knowns, gave specific advice on each of
these, and pointed out certain trouble-spots in each of the sequences.
After going over the sequencesin detail, he opened the floor to

specific questions from us.

Many thanks to Michael for taking the time to talk to us. Hopefully
we can get him to return in another season or two to give his advice

again.

-- Farrdll

Rochester Update

Asmost of you know, Rochester was postponed due to bad weather. The new dates are June 29"
through July 2". The schedule remains the same:

Thursday, June 29" — Practice and registration all categories
Friday, June 30" — Morning practice and registration all categories
Pilots briefing at noon. Intermediate, Advanced and Unlimited
Saturday, July 1% — Pilots briefing 7:00am. All Categories
Banquet 7pm
Sunday, July 2" — Pilots briefing 9:00am. All Categories
Awards 2pm

Hotels:

Comfort Inn and Suites— (603) 750-7507 — Close to the airport. We have asmall block of
rooms reserved here.

The Governor’slnn — About 10 minutes from the airport. The banquet will also be held here.
(603) 332-0107 info@governorsinn.com Www.governorsinn.com
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The Anchorage Inn Of Rochester — Also 10 minutes from the airport. (603) 332-3350
www.anchoragei nns.com/rochester

The Sanford Inn — 15 Miles away from the airport. (207-324-4662)

Recruiting Efforts

If you have been reading the chapter meeting minutes, you know that the club is expanding its
recruiting efforts. Towards that goal, Jay Hewett has generated alist of aerobatic aircraft owners
in the area and mailed a postcard inviting them to learn about us. We'll keep you updated on the
results. Thank you Jay for your efforts.

Big Changes Proposed

A category realignment proposal has been submitted to the IAC membership. This proposal
includes major changes to the lower three categories. Members are encouraged to review the
proposal and comment. Y ou can see the proposal at http://scott-

p.home.texas.net/Category Change_Index.htm. The proposal is also described in athree part
seriesin Sport Aerobatics starting this month.
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For Sale

2001 Pitts S2C

G-200

Based at NashuaN.H. (ASH)

Click here for more details and pictures

Aircraft valued at $135,000. 975 hours TTAF and

Engine, Hartzell (Claw) Propeller, Garmin 420 GPS,
Digital engine gauges, Smoke system and more.

For details contact Peter at Burning Blue Aviation.
(781) 883-4818. peter@burning-blue.com

Bill Crawford is selling his G-200. For information call Bill at 617-680-8581 or email

wec@tiac.net.
1984 Pitts SIT

S/N 1021 - 1520 TTAF, 130 hours Since Aviat
Factory Rebuild. New lower wings, new gear, new
tires, brakes, new stearable tailwheel, new fuel tank,
many others.

AEIO-360-A1E 130 SMOH. 10-to-1 Lycon pistons,
bored cylinders, new camshaft, new bearings, etc.
230+ horsepower. All new hoses. New Slick mags.
Solid crank. Newly overhauled B&C
starter/Alternator/Battery.

MTV-2-B-C 130 SPOH by MT Germany/MT USA, 10 since MT USA Inspection

Airplane has along winning history and shows great in the box. A well-proven competition
airplane with outstanding performance well into Advanced. Originally owned by Cecilia Aragon
who qualified for the US Unlimited team in this airplane some 15 years ago.

Contact: Alex Belov, (973) 204-2172 or belov@iac52.org

See tappix.com/720668 for more details.
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Calendar of Events

July 8th

Chapter Meeting
11:30am

Nashua (ASH)

August 12"

Chapter Meeting
11:30am

Bedford (BED)

Meseting Locations

ASH — The Mid-Field Café. Upstairs
in the terminal building.

BED — Conference room at Jet
Aviation

1B9 — Conference room upstairsin the
terminal.

Contest Calendar

June 29" — July 2"

Great Bay Aerobatics Contest
Rochester, NH

Skyhaven Airport (KDAW)

July 13" — 16"

Kathy Jaffe Challenge
Lumberton, NJ

Flying W Airport (N14)

August 4" — 6"

Montreal Acro Challenge
St. Hyacinthe, Quebec, Canada
(30 NM East of Montreal)

St. Hyacinthe Airport (CSU3)

Auqust 25" — 27t

Green Mountain Aerobatic Contest
Springfield, VT

Hartness State Airport (V SF)
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Chapter Information

President- Steve Till
779 North Road
Carlide, Ma. 01741
(978) 369-8592 H
setill @comcast.net

Vice President- Weston Liu
weston.liu@charter.net

Treasurer- Sheldon Apsell
20 Maubar Lane
Newton, MA 02459
617-332-4795 H

Secretary- Farrell Woods
162 Bush Hill Rd.
Hudson, NH 03051-4403
ftw@adel phi.net

http://iac35.aer obatics.ws

Newdetter stuff goesto:
Rob Petit at
ripetit@earthlink.net

Local Aerobatics Training

Aerial Advantage

Rob Holland, CFI

Nashua, NH (KASH)

(603) 598-3180
aerialadvantage@earthlink.net
www.aerial-advantage.com

Executive Flyers
Bedford, MA (KBED)
(781) 274-7227
www.executiveflyers.com

Flightlab
Bill Crawford, CFlI
Plymouth, MA (KPY M)
(617) 680-8581
www.flightlab.net

wec@tiac.net

Chapter 35 mailing list signup (highly recommended):

lac35-subscribe@yahoogroups.co
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NEW ENGLAND AEROBATIC CLUB - IAC CHAPTER 35
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION FORM

Annual Dues:

$25.00 — color electronic (email) newsletter
$35.00 — printed/mailed newsletter

Name:

Spouse:

Address:

City, State:

Zip Code:

Phone # (home)

Phone # (work)

Email address:

EAA membership number:

IAC membership number:

Pilot?:

Aircraft owned or building:

Send to:
Sheldon Apsell
20 Malubar Lane
Newton, MA 02459



