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From the Pilot's Seat 

By Steve Till 
 
6/27/05 
 
Aerobatics as play 
 
When my younger brother was two he drove his 
tricycle down the cellar stairs.  I have a vivid memory 
of him furiously pedaling down the hall and taking an unexpected right turn into the open cellar 
doorway. My brother was given to this sort of thing.  He always played to his limits. 
 
I recently was asked to give a seminar about Aerobatics to a group of pilots who had built RV 
aircraft.  I wanted to describe to them what Aerobatics was.  I do not think that Aerobatics is “ the 
most fun you can have with your pants on”  or “ like having an orgasm and a car crash at the same 
time.”   I do think Aerobatics is about the same kind of purposeful play that my brother and the 
rest of us engaged in as toddlers.   
 
When we were one or two we found out about the world through our play.  Play was jumping off 
the bed, sticking our fingers into things, eating stuff, and doing whatever came into our 
ambitious minds.  We felt and observed the results of our manipulations of the world and our 
bodies.  From these experiences we learned about what was fun and what hurt. 
 
Aerobatics is the same kind of play.  What we are discovering is what we can do with an 
airplane.  We push the throttle a little more, we pull the stick harder, we try it inverted and we 
experience the results of our actions. 
 
When we learn Aerobatics we need the safe hand of our parent/instructor to keep us from 
spinning in the way my brother did.  Luckily, all he has to show for his lack of judgment is a 
small scar on his forehead.  We risk much more as we begin to play.  I needed to tell this to the 
RV pilots as well.  I didn’ t want them to go play without an understanding of the dangers 
inherent in experimenting with aerodynamics. 
 
Happily we all can learn more quickly than our two-year-old selves and they will quickly reach 
that point where we have to, in the words of my instructor, the late Ron Burns, “go out and burn 
gas.”   
 
Go out and burn gas, go play. 
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The Past and Present of Chapters 35 and 52 
 
By Michael Goulian 
 
(Editor’s Note: Due to space constraints this article, which should have appeared in May, was 
delayed.  I apologize for the delay.) 
 
As you could imagine, both chapters were 
started by some very great and passionate 
people who were devoted to aerobatics and 
aviation.  Chapter 35 was started by Val 
Beaudreault and Ward Bryant.  Both were 
Eastern Airline pilots that lived in New 
Hampshire and flew out of Logan.  
 
Val was a very gregarious guy who you just 
couldn©t help but love.  He was always the 
chief judge at our Chapter 35 contest which 
was held every fall in Jaffrey, NH.  
 
Val flew the P47 in WWII and rumor has it 
that he was the first fighter pilot to shoot down 
the ME262 German fighter.  For confirmation 
of that story, I would ask Ward Bryant.  Ward 
was VP of Chapter 35 for a long time and was 
great friends with Val.  Both of those men 
were the reason that Chapter 35 survives 
today.  Many of you may know Ward because 
he was the Chief CFI for EFA for the last few 
years.  I can tell you that Ward still loves to 
fly today as much as he did when he was 
running the chapter.  And he is one of the best 
all around pilots I know.  
 
Val©s wife Priscilla was the Chapter 35 historian and documented some neat stories that we all 
should know.  Perhaps we should get in touch with Priscilla to try and get the chapter history 
book from her so that we can continue that tradition.  
 
Chapter 52 was started by the French Connection.  Daniel Heligoin and Montaine Mallet were 
the spirit behind the Chapter which was one of the most active in the country at the time.  My 
first official contest was at Orange County, NY in the spring of 1986. There were about 60 pilots 
at that contest which was typical in the late eighties and early nineties.  
 
From my perspective, there are two big differences in aerobatics at the regional level today, 
compared to when I started.  First, the equipment is dramatically different.  Decathlons, Pitts, and 
Skybolt©s were the norm. 
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Most of the Pitts were S1S types.  In fact, there were very few S1T or S2B models out at that 
time.  When Erik Flemming showed up at the Orange County contest in 1986 flying his S2B, we 
all looked upon that plane with awe because for many of us, it was the first time we had seen a 
"B" in person.  
 
Today, the ramp is filled with six (and nine) cylinder monoplanes of all types.  Knowing how 
great they are to fly, I can certainly sympathize with their proud owners but I have to say that the 
Pitts S1T or S2B are still incredibly capable machines and I wish we saw more of them at 
regional contests.  
 
The second biggest difference I see is that people seemed to have more fun in the "old days".  It 
seemed that the flying activities always took a back seat to the evening activities at many of the 
contests.  In Jaffrey, there are many stories that Ward can tell about the Saturday banquets in the 
barn across the street from the airport in Jaffrey. 
 
My advice is to try and remember that we are all in this sport because we love it and we should 
let it show at our contests.  Our goal should be to mentor the new pilots and help bring our sport 
to a higher level.  
 
As for me, I flew my first aerobatic lesson on April 2, 1985 in Decathlon N2520Z out of the 
Lawrence Airport.  Donald Dutton was my instructor which was special for me because his dad 
taught my dad how to fly out of the old Haverhill Airport in the 1940©s.  My dad worked there 
raking the grass etc. to earn flying time.  
 
What I didn©t know that day was that the flight would change my life.  In fact, aerobatics has 
been the major influence in my life since then.  Even though I am President of Executive Flyers 
and it takes a lot of my time, I think about aerobatics every day all day. 
 
I was not a rich kid by any terms but I was very fortunate in that my dad was incredibly 
supportive of all of my efforts in life.  Whether it was hockey, golf, or flying, my dad would do 
all he could to help me be successful.  Our deal was, I pay for the plane and the insurance and he 
would pay for my gas and maintenance.  That was all of the incentive I needed to make the most 
out of a great opportunity.  
 
As many of you know, aerobatics is never easy and if you want to do it as a pro, it is even harder.  
Along the way, my desire has been tested many times.  For instance, in 1995, I could not afford 
the payments on my Extra 300S and our company could not afford to make them either. I had 
only one choice and that was to make the payments on my credit cards in hopes that better times 
were ahead and I would be able to get out of debt.  
 
Well, I was lucky enough to win the US Nationals that year and I got some sponsor money that 
helped me pay off the almost $15,000 of credit card debt I had accumulated. 
 
Then in 1996, as I initiated a 3/4 outside snap roll on a vertical down line, I snapped the stick of 
my Extra almost in half and mostly used the trim to pull out of the dive at about 200 feet.  That 
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event certainly rocked my confidence for quite a while but I didn©t let that stop my dream.  
However, it did take almost a year to get rid of the ghost on my back after almost dying in my 
plane.  
 
Let©s talk a little about airshows and competition.  For me, I never really fully transitioned to the 
airshow business until I stopped competing.  I certainly flew both disciplines at the same time 
but my brain was always in competition mode and not airshow mode.  Airshows were simply a 
way to pay the bills during my contest years.  
 
In 2002, I really made the mental switch to the airshow side and that is when I started my 
relationships with the Fortune 50 companies that I am so lucky to be associated with.  To me, 
representing Castrol and now Ford Motor Company are some of the biggest honors that I have 
been given as an aerobatic pilot. 
 
My full time job is now promoting and selling their great products.  Castrol is a fun sponsor 
because they are so rich in history with aviation and auto racing.  They have passion for all 
things fast and they make a great oil.  I hope that you will all consider using their great oil in 
your planes. 
 
 
Ford is a brand new sponsor for me as of last week.  That©s right, you guys are the first to know.  
As many of you know, Ford was instrumental in EAA©s countdown to Kittyhawk and they are a 
huge sponsor of AirVenture. 
 
Flying is now very little of what I do.  My job is really working for these great companies and 
making sure that we surpass the objectives and goals they have set for us.  I have a team of four 
working full time to make sure we do that.  
 
Many of you are probably thinking that stinks.  If you live to fly, you are right.  But flying is my 
job and just like a NASCAR driver, taking care of my sponsors is at the top of the list in my job 
description.  However, I am incredibly lucky to be able to make a living in this sport and it©s 
because of them that I can do so.  
 
The airshow game is incredibly fun 
but also incredibly unforgiving.  
Many people may not know this 
but last year, I did an accident 
analysis on airshow crashes over 
the last six years.  
 
The biggest thing we learned is 
that almost 50% of all airshow 
crashes occur in high performance 
aerobatic planes performing 
gyroscopic or spin type maneuvers.  
For example, last year we lost one 
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person performing a flat spin, one in a tumble gone wrong, and one person performing a torque 
roll that developed into a spin.  
 
The lesson to be learned is that if you are new to flying airshows and are flying a lot of 
gyroscopics in your routine, be careful.  The margin for error with tumbles in the airshow 
business is small.  
 
This may sound funny, but I am always just a little nervous when flying shows.  Does that make 
sense? I hope so. I think if you are not on your mental edge, you are in trouble. People that have 
no fear scare me.  
 
Airshow flying is dangerous, PERIOD.  To believe otherwise is crazy.  To me, the only way to 
fly airshows is to go for it 100%.  Otherwise, the price is too high. 
 
The airshow business will keep me on the road for approximately 28 weeks this year.  For us, the 
shows start on Wednesday and end Monday so we are on the road quite a bit.  
 
I would not trade one day in my life.  I am so lucky to be doing something that I love to do.  In 
fact, my enthusiasm for this great sport is the same today as it was when I started.  
 
See you all in the sky, 
 
 
Michael Goulian 
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Upcoming Contests 
 
Kathy Jaffe Challenge 
 
Thursday, August 4 - Sunday, August 7, 2005 - Lumberton, NJ- Northeast Region Kathy Jaffe 
Challenge sponsored by IAC 52. The competition will be held at Flying W Airport - locator N14. 
Primary through Unlimited Power categories will be flown. Practice and registration will be 
Thursday, August 4, 2005. Rain dates are Thursday, August 11 - Sunday, August 14, 2005. For 
more information contact Contest Director Ron Chadwick at (732) 671-6089; or e-mail at 
bubbaron@comcast.net.  Contest website: http://www.iac52.com.  
 
Green Mountain Aerobatic Contest 
 
Saturday, August 27 - Sunday, August 28, 2005 - Springfield, VT- Northeast Region 
Green Mountain Aerobatic Contest sponsored by IAC 35. The competition will be held at 
Hartness State Airport - locator VSF. Primary through Unlimited Power categories will be 
flown. Practice and registration will be Friday, August 26, 2005. For more information contact 
Contest Director Hans Bok at (508) 994-5957; or e-mail at hans.bok@comcast.net.  Contest 
website: http://iac35.aerobatics.ws. 
 
East Coast Aerobatic Contest 
 
September 16-18.  Warrenton, VA.  East Coast Aerobatic Contest sponsored by IAC Chapter 11.  
The competition will be held at Warrenton-Fauquire Airport-locator W66.  Prinmary through 
Unlimited categories will be flown.  Practice and registration will be Friday, September 16.  For 
more inflramtion contact Contest Director Carl Hunt at 703-368-8766 or email at 
carlvhunt@cs.com.   
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For  Sale 
 
G-200 - Bill Crawford is selling his G-200.  For information call Bill at 617-680-8581 or email 
wec@tiac.net. 
 
1984 Pitts S1T 
 

 
 
S/N 1021 - 1520 TTAF, 130 hours Since Aviat Factory Rebuild. New lower wings, new gear, 
new tires, brakes, new stearable tailwheel, new fuel tank, many others.  
 
AEIO-360-A1E 130 SMOH. 10-to-1 Lycon pistons, bored cylinders, new camshaft, new 
bearings, etc. 230+ horsepower. All new hoses. New Slick mags. Solid crank. Newly overhauled 
B&C starter/Alternator/Battery.  
 
MTV-2-B-C 130 SPOH by MT Germany/MT USA, 10 since MT USA Inspection  
 
Airplane has a long winning history and shows great in the box. A well-proven competition 
airplane with outstanding performance well into Advanced. Originally owned by Cecilia Aragon 
who qualified for the US Unlimited team in this airplane some 15 years ago.  
 
Contact: Alex Belov, (973) 204-2172 or belov@iac52.org 
 
See tappix.com/720668 for more details. 
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Calendar of Events�

 

July 9th 

11:00 am 

Chapter Meeting/Practice Day 

Mansfield, MA 

 

August 4th – 7th 

Kathy Jaffe Challenge 

Medford, NJ (N14) 

www.iac52.com/kjc2005.html 

 

August 26th – 28th 

Green Mountain Aerobatic Contest 

Springfield, VT (VSF) 
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Chapter Information 
 
 
President- Steve Till 
779 North Road 
Carlisle, Ma. 01741 
(978) 369-8592 H 
setill@comcast.net 
 
Vice President- Janusz Becla 
janusz1@eudoramail.com 
 
Treasurer- Sheldon Apsell 
20 Malubar Lane 
Newton, MA 02459 
617-332-4795 H 
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http://iac35.aerobatics.ws 
 
Newsletter  stuff goes to: 
Rob Petit at  
rjpetit@earthlink.net 
 
Chapter  35 mailing list signup (highly recommended): 
iac35-subscribe@yahoogroups.co 
 
 


