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From the Pilot's Seat 

By Steve Till 
 
12/02/05 
 
Citizens!  Great changes are on the wing, 
besides the fact that my computer is  
broken! 
 
We are not having a contest at Orange this year 
because the only Date offered to  
us was the same lousy weekend we have had for 
the last few years.  Weather has  
been a big problem that early in the season.  
We've had it all, rain, wind, snow  
and dark of night. We did not want to repeat the experience. 
 
We are, therefore,  moving the spring contest to Skyhaven Airport in Rochester  
NH.  Mike McMahon, a newish chapter member, has made us welcome there.  He will  
co-Direct the contest with Rob Petit, who knows running contests like the back  
of his hand, when he can see it. 
 
Mike and Rob are engaged in the process of choosing a weekend and starting the  
ball rolling with the feds, who will be Gary Readio.  Gary came to the Outlaw  
and had a good time, so I expect no significant hick-ups with Skyhaven.  If Gary  
can stomach us in our Outlaw loseness, he should have no trouble with the highly  
disciplined, focused and precise pilots of Chapter 35 at a sanctioned contest.   
 
I still want to run a Judges school but returns have been slow and my computer  
crash has lost the list.  Will all of you who are interested in attending a  
judges school please e-mail at "setill@comcast.net" 
 
Regards 
 
L'Emperor 
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Outlaw Results 

The Outlaw was a stunning (or sunning) success. The weather at Keene was wonderful, clear and 
warm, with a light breeze. Unfortunately Nashua and Bedford were socked in until about ten, so 
we didn't get flying until two. We had an "exceptional" turnout, six pilots flew and we had a few 
guys visiting to help. Hilton Tallman, who we hadn't seen him in a couple of years, came in from 
the west and warmed the box up for us. Gary Readio from the Portland FSDO not only wrote our 
waiver but spent the day with us and proved to be nice as well as supportive. (I was happy to see 
him looking at a visiting Vultee while Andy Cooper was simultaneously violating the box and 
the waiver.) Jim Wells came in from Ithaca, flew smartly in his Red Pitts and beat a hasty retreat 
to beat the sun home. We made up our judges from girlfriends and other onlookers their only 
training was a two minute briefing about which boxes to up the numbers in. We flew with some 
efficiency and sent everyone home before those, like Jim, with long trips ahead, had to worry 
about the sunset. 
 
I want to thank Rob Petit who kept things organized  
 
(and everyone else who had to do all those things which contests require.) 
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The Scores are as follows- 
 
1st Place Andy Cooper-1465 points (This is why it pays to have your girlfriend on the Judging 
line) 
 
2nd Place Guenther Eichorn-1200 points (Done in the venerable Stearman-without a costume!) 
 
3rd Place Ray Moorman-1170 points (He kept it in the box-maybe) 

 

 
 

Other scores- 
 
Jim Wells- 1090 points 
 
Byron Brumbaugh-1060 points 
 
Joe Innmaoratti-650 points 
 

(We have some beautiful souvenir fleece vests with the exclusive "Outlaw IV" logo- $20.00 from 
L'Emperor) 
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Chapter News and Notes 

We are still trying to plan a judges school for early 2006.  So far, the response has been light.  
Please let Steve know you are interested by emailing him at setill@comcast.net.  Steve had a 
computer failure a while back, so even if you emailed him previously, please confirm that he has 
your name on his list. 

The chapter is considering updating its’  web presence.  If any chapter members would like to 
volunteer their web development skills, please contact Steve Till. 

It’s that time of year again.  Dues are due.  Please send your 2006 dues using the enclosed 
membership form.  Dues are due by February.  Keep connected, renew now! 

Getting a Contest off the Ground 

By Rob Petit 

2006 is here.  It’s time to think about the 2006 contest season.  As we start putting together a new 
contest at Sky Haven for the spring, it’s a good time to give you a glimpse into what goes into 
getting a contest running. 
 
I spent five years handling registration at the Orange contest.  By 2003 I had the registration 
process wired.  I thought I had a good idea of what it took to run an aerobatics contest.  Boy was 
I surprised when I took over for the 2004 contest.  The previous contest director gave me his 
contest checklist.  The pre contest list was 100+ items long!  I had some work to do.  Here’s a 
few of the key items that need to be addressed before a contest. 
 
Schedule and Location – The first thing you need when planning a contest is the when and the 
where.  Finding a location that has the facilities to host a contest and is willing to host a contest 
can be a little tricky.  Even when you have a location, like Orange, scheduling can be an issue.  
At Orange, MA we had to work around standardized testing at the local high schools and work 
around conflicts with a local airport business. 
 
Waiver , Sanction and Insurance – Once there is a time and place for the contest, you need 
permission from the IAC and the FAA.  Typically several sections of FAR part 91 need to be 
waived.  Minimum altitudes, operations in class E airspace and the aerobatics rules usually need 
to be waived for a contest to happen.  The  IAC also needs to sanction the contest and insure it. 
 
Facilities and Services – Planes burn fuel and people eat food.  They both need shelter at night.  
Fuel, hangars, food and hotels were looked at when setting up a location but now they need to be 
finalized.  If there is going to be a restaurant banquet, the menu has to be selected and a 
preliminary head count provided.  Some hotels will reserve blocks of rooms for a group at a 
discount.  Ensure that food, fuel and hangar space will be available as expected. 
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Volunteers – While everything I’ve discussed so far is essential to a contest, there are key 
volunteers that literally make the contest happen.  Registrar, score keeper, chief judge and 
volunteer coordinator are all critical to a contest and need to be lined up well before the contest 
begins.  How smoothly the contest runs depends on the hard work of these volunteers. 
 
Other  Stuff – The list goes on and on.  Do we have enough chairs and tables?  Who has the box 
markers, sighting devices for the boundaries and the contest radios.  Awards and contest gifts 
need to be designed, ordered and picked up.  Press releases need to be written for the local press 
so we don’ t surprise the neighborhood.  Some states aeronautics councils require paperwork as 
well.  Now what am I forgetting… 

Now the contest is ready to fly.  Next month, we’ ll explore running the contest. 
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For  Sale 

2001 Pitts S2C 

Based at Nashua N.H. (ASH) 

Click here for more details and pictures  

Aircraft valued at $135,000.  975 hours TTAF and 
Engine, Hartzell (Claw) Propeller, Garmin 420 GPS, 
Digital engine gauges, Smoke system and more. 

For details contact Peter at Burning Blue Aviation.  
(781) 883-4818.  peter@burning-blue.com 

 
G-200  
 
Bill Crawford is selling his G-200.  For information call Bill at 617-680-8581 or email 
wec@tiac.net. 
 
1984 Pitts S1T 
 

S/N 1021 - 1520 TTAF, 130 hours Since Aviat 
Factory Rebuild. New lower wings, new gear, new 
tires, brakes, new stearable tailwheel, new fuel tank, 
many others.  
 
AEIO-360-A1E 130 SMOH. 10-to-1 Lycon pistons, 
bored cylinders, new camshaft, new bearings, etc. 
230+ horsepower. All new hoses. New Slick mags. 
Solid crank. Newly overhauled B&C 
starter/Alternator/Battery.  

 
MTV-2-B-C 130 SPOH by MT Germany/MT USA, 10 since MT USA Inspection  
 
Airplane has a long winning history and shows great in the box. A well-proven competition 
airplane with outstanding performance well into Advanced. Originally owned by Cecilia Aragon 
who qualified for the US Unlimited team in this airplane some 15 years ago.  
 
Contact: Alex Belov, (973) 204-2172 or belov@iac52.org 
 
See tappix.com/720668 for more details. 
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Calendar of Events�

 

January 14th 

Chapter Meeting 

11:30 

Nashua (KASH) 

 

February 11th 

Chapter Meeting 

11:30am 

Bedford (KBED) 

 

Meeting Locations 
 
ASH – The Mid-Field Café.  Upstairs 
in the terminal building. 
 
BED – Conference room at Jet 
Aviation 
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Local Aerobatics Training 
 
Aer ial Advantage 
Rob Holland, CFI 
Nashua, NH (KASH) 
(603) 598-3180 
aerialadvantage@earthlink.net 
www.aerial-advantage.com 
 
Executive Flyers 
Bedford, MA (KBED) 
(781) 274-7227 
www.executiveflyers.com 
 

Chapter Information 
 
 
President- Steve Till 
779 North Road 
Carlisle, Ma. 01741 
(978) 369-8592 H 
setill@comcast.net 
 
Vice President- Weston Liu 
weston.liu@charter.net 
 
Treasurer- Sheldon Apsell 
20 Malubar Lane 
Newton, MA 02459 
617-332-4795 H 
 
Secretary- Farrell Woods 
162 Bush Hill Rd. 
Hudson, NH 03051-4403 
ftw@adelphi.net 
 
� � � � �� ��	 
 �� �� � 
 �� ���  
http://iac35.aerobatics.ws 
 
Newsletter  stuff goes to: 
Rob Petit at  
rjpetit@earthlink.net 
 
Chapter  35 mailing list signup (highly recommended): 
iac35-subscribe@yahoogroups.co 
 



 

 

NEW ENGLAND AEROBATIC CLUB - IAC CHAPTER 35 
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION FORM 

 
Annual Dues: 

______ $25.00 – color electronic (email) newsletter 
______ $35.00 – printed/mailed newsletter 

 
 
Name: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

City, State: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Zip Code: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone # (home) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone # (work) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

EAA membership number: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

IAC membership number: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Pilot?: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Aircraft owned or building: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Send to: 
Farrell Woods 

162 Bush Hill Rd. 
Hudson, NH 03051-4403 



The Hammerhead – January 2006 

Page - 3 - 

 


