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From the Pilot's Seat

By Steve Till

Why Compete?

When | began to learn Aerobatics, | never
considered “competing”. | learned my basics at
Executive Flyers, from Ron Burns, an active
competition pilot, so the idea of competing was
there. However, it was enough for me to get
checked out in the Decathlon and go off by myself and have fun working on the maneuvers I’d
learned.

After awhile my trips to the practice area began to have sameness to them. | got competent at
the basics. Repeating them over and over began to loose its' charm. About that time Ron invited
meto visit the Orange contest. | visited more out of loyalty to Ron than any strong interest in the
competition.

| was surprised when | visited, because it didn’t seem like a competition at all. There were
judges and numbers but there was no sense of anyone competing. What | saw were a bunch of
pilots talking about aerobatics and having a good time. | decided it might be something | could
do.

The next year | did go to Orange as a competitor. Having the competition as a goal gave shape
tomy flying. | knew what | had to practice. Instead of the same old stuff | felt | would never
have enough time to practice as much as | wanted.

The other thing | discovered about competing, the thing
January 2005 that has stayed with me, is that the Contests are peak
experiences. That isnot to say | haven’t been hot and
bored being a boundary judge, or gotten tired of schlepping
things around in my van. The peaks come in my contest
flights. They are the culmination of lots of work and focus.
| have flown many practices, worked on meditating to calm
my nerves, visualized my flight, danced my flight and then
at aparticular place and time strapped myself into a
Decathlon and tried my best. All the preparation makes
those flights special. There have been great moments, such
asthetime | beat a strong cross box wind at the nationals
while scoring higher than | ever had before. There have
also been some great mistakes; at the same nationals |
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added some pointsto aroll which weren’t part of the sequence. Mistakes or triumphs, putting so
much work into atwelve minute flight makes that flight rich in experience.

The other part of the experience isthe people. We were al out there experiencing the same
thing. The support | got from the other pilots made the peaks of flying higher and the mistakes
were met with sympathy from other pilots who have been there themselves.

“Sport aerobatics is not about flying better than your peers, its being with friends and together
working to achieve success.” Alex Belov (President IAC 52)

The Frank Price Cup

| am pleased to announce the Guenther has been awarded the 2003 Frank Price Cup.
Thisisanational award given each year to "recognize persons who have contributed
the most to the sport of aerobatics. The chapter should be aware of how substantial a
contribution Guenther® maintenance of the ACRO e-mail list isto the aerobatic
community world wide. Guenther will join the ranks of Mike Heuer (1983), Eric
Muller (1984), Jose Aresti (1985), James M.K.Black (1986), Chuck Mann (1988),
Dan Ri hn (1994), Chuck Alley (1996), Richard and June Rihn (1997), Jim and Jean Taylor
(1998, Lois Rose (1999), Robert and Karen Minkus (2000), Brian Howard (2001) and Gerry
Molidar (2002) as recipients of the Frank Price Cup.” | have quoted from aletter sent to me by
LisaK. Popp, Executive Director of the IAC.

We hope to make the award at the banquet, since Guenther couldn®make the Nationa's, where
the award is presented.

News Flash

Sheldon Apsell has announced that the Banquet will again be held at his house. He and Paula
have graciously offered ustheir hospitality. Currently they are arm wrestling to set the date.

The Emperor’s Nashua Subjects

By Andy Cooper

On behalf of our illustrious leader and Emperor Till, and his glorious Crown Prince Becla, | bid
you welcome from the aerobatic community at Nashua, NH. Following their imperial diktat we,
his loyal subjects wish you all well and bid you compliments of the season. To whom, you

might ask, does “we” refer to. Let usintroduce ourselves to the broader Chapter 35 community:

All hail the illustrious and famed Chief Arbitrator Jim Ward, in whose presence at competitions
all lesser Judges bow down before. His munificence has been practicing the fine art of aerobatic
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flying and judging for far, far longer than thislowly scribe has known him. Jim needs no real
introduction, since his familiar and trademark phrase “Y ou are cleared into the box. Have a great
flight.” has ushered all new competitorsinto the aerobatic box at various competitions for
several years. Jim’swealth of judging and flying experience, coupled with his extremely
approachable and laid back style and wonderfully incisive wit has taken the ragged edge of
nerves off of countless new and regular competitors. Newly upgraded to an Extra 300L, we all
eagerly await Jim’'s next competition flight.

Moving down the line, it is my distinct pleasure to introduce Steve “King Air” McCa mont.
Freshly recovered from a nasty bout of tummy-itis, we were all pleased to see Steve at the recent
Outlaw 111 competition in Keene and at the close of the competition enlisted his considerable
navigational skillsto guide aflight of aKing Air, Pitts Specias and an Extra 300L back to our
home base at Nashua. When not piloting his King Air, Steve can be found tearing up the skiesin
his pristine white and blue Extra 300L.

The team of Wes and Ann Liu are further
luminariesin our band of imperial subjects.
Hailing from a daredevil past of skydiving,
Wes and Ann form our Ministry of
Parachute Repacking, an essential and much
appreciated service to our local community.
Accompanying Wes to competitions, we are
al grateful for Ann’s stellar volunteer work
on the judge’ s line and in other areas of
competitions. Wes' trusty white steed, a
Pitts S-2A, with Wesin his matching white
helmet, have become aregular sight at
Northeast region competitions, with him
carrying the Chapter 35 flame as far down as
Warrenton, VA.

Taking 3rd place in the 2004 U.S. Nationals and 10th place overall at the 2004 AWAC, and the
monotonously regular winner of umpteen regional Advanced competitions, Admiral Lord Sir
Robert J. “the Ultimate will be done on Tuesday” Holland has, in the past 2 years, made a huge
impression on the local aerobatic community with his founding of Aerial Advantage and his
passion for aerobatic flight. He has become afamiliar sight tumbling through the air in Burning
Blue's Pitts S-2C. We are eagerly awaiting the upcoming first flight of the Ultimate 20-300S,
which reliable intelligence indicates will be flying on Tuesday. We're just not sure which
Tuesday, and which year.

Newly introduced to the joys of aircraft ownership, the emperor’sloyal subject Farrell Woodsis
the new proud owner of a Super Decathlon. We, his fellow peons, expect great things from him
in the coming season as he moves up into the Sportsman category.

Crown Prince Janusz Piotr Becla, heir apparent to the Chapter 35 throne and our new Vice
President is a stalwart of the local flying community. Having recently moved from life as an
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engineer to the demanding role of flight instructor, Janusz has dreams of imperial conquest.
Engaged in ayearly battle with the denizens of Chapter 52, Janusz has sounded the battle cry
“ascendo tuum” before and after many competitions as he takes to the skiesin Lady Liberty, the
Pitts S-2C.

And finally dear friends, we come to your devoted subject and scribe, Defender of the
Competition Zero, author of the Hammerslide and Other Fine Ways To Score Poorly (required
reading for next year’s competition season) and general rabble rouser extraordinaire, me. A
member of the illustrious Order of Pitts Pilots, most weekends will at some point find me in the
company of other loyal subjects at Nashua airport.

With that, from all of us at Nashua airport, we wish you a wonderful festive season and the best
of fortunein the New Y ear.

A Note From Steve

If any member is not listed in the IAC 35 Y ahoo group, and does not want to join, please send
your e-mail addressto Chapter President Stephen Till, <setill @comcast.net> and he will train his
computer to e-mail you along with the Y ahoo group.

2004 Outlaw Report
By Wes Liu

Keene, NH - In true criminal fashion, the date,
time, and place of the 2004 Chapter 35 Outlaw
Aerobatic Contest were a closely held secret until
only afew days before the event. Shortly before
the event, presumably giving the authorities
minimum time to respond, newly elected chief

- felon, "Emperor" Steve Till passed word that this
= year®arena for aerobatic high crimes and
misdemeanors would be the airport at Keene, NH,
Saturday, November 20. There must have been
leaks in the Till administration, because the Keene
Sentinel carried a notice warning the genera

| populace of the aerobatic acts planned for their
airport...

Seriously, Chapter 35 had afun and safe Outlaw
Contest this year in Keene, NH. The day of
aerobatics was welcomed by airport director Ed

I Mattern, and received favorable articlesin the
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Keene Sentingl and New Hampshire Sunday News. Mother Nature provided crisp temperatures,
ahigh overcast, and light winds for the flying. A number of the neighbors stopped by to watch
the flying, with Bill Sconce and Steve Till providing group walking tours around the ramp and
the airplanes. Andy Cooper volunteered to be the chief of the judges, pointing out the incoming
flyersto the group of friends, significant others, and passer-bys drafted to score the aeronautical
events that occurred in front of them. The chapter flew 18 flights, 9 "Felons", and 9
"Misdemeanors’ in Pitts, Decathlon®, a Sukoi, Extra®, and a Cassutt. Asin previous years, there
were points for flying, and bonus points awarded for costumes and originality. At 3PM, the fina

standings were:

FELONS

1 Bill Matakaitus 1041
2 Ryan Retelle 686
3 Rob Holland 553

4 Jim Ward 530
5 Hans Bok 462
6 Andy Cooper 456
7 Sheldon Apsell 454
8 Janusz Bekla 436
9 Dave Watson 362

MISDEMEANORS

1 David Shaver 931
2 Daniel Marcotte 879
3 Weston Liu 647
4 Dean Hickman Smith 571

5 Ray Moorman 566
6 Matt Crane 564

7 Doug Durand 547
8 Danny Sica 546
9 Mike Ganor 337

Danny Sicca deserves specia mention. The Executive
Flyers Decathlon had a mechanical problem, and those
pilots arranged to use another Decathlon.

Unfortunately, the airplane sharing took so much time,
delaying the event late enough, that completion by
sunset became an issue. Danny graciously chose to not
fly so we could close out the event and al get home
before dark. Danny® 8th place was the result of ajudge
scoring bonus points on the figure 5 that he did not fly.

At the end of the day, the chapter members blasted off for their home bases. At least one tower
was confronted with aeronautical mayhem, a 4 ship formation flyby of King Alr-Pitts-Extra-
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Pitts. The chapter left the Keene airport management has a positive impression of aerobatic
events, opening the possibility that Keene could be the site of afully sanctioned IAC contest.
The chapter aso got favorable reporting in TWO newspapers, one local, and the other the
"newspaper of record” for the state. We can try to make thisatrend. Next up - The annual
chapter banquet! See you there!

<,

o

T % = 'L;_ T

Hanscom Field

By Matt Crane

Hanscom, as well as being home to a growing fauna of corporate jets, is the focal point for a
small but energetic aerobatic community. These pilots, scattered across the four corners of our
village-sized airfield probably don’t see much of each other unless they're at a contest.
However, with the spirit of a Wildlife Biologist, this author has been observing their comings
and goings with interest.

My outpost isthe relatively lively and civilised trading station known as Executive Flyers
Aviation, located near the West Ramp. From this vantage-point, | can observe activities across
most of this habitat. The proximity of my outpost to the T-Hangars and Pine Hill seemsto strike
the balance of reasonably good access without unduly interfering with the creatures too much.
The speciesto be found in this habitat are predominantly of the airborne variety, and for me at
least the genus Acrobaticais of greatest interest. Having been hired in June 2003 specifically to
exercise and care for an Acrobatica decathlon, | knew this species well and had some dim notion
of the other members of the genus Acrobatica. It was but afew weeks after | started work that |
spotted two other species, comfortably installed in a hovel-like nest, known as a“Hangar”.
These were two prime examples of A. Cap and A. Extra, of the 232 and 200 subspecies,
respectively. Thiswas a most thrilling discovery, but more was to come, as an A. Pitts, of the
S2B variety, with arather worn coat and tired wings joined them in this location shortly
thereafter, and stayed avery long time. Its caretaker (called colloquially as a*pilot*), | later
discovered, had a devil of atimetrying to persuade the beast to leave this sanctuary. Apparently
they settled on the creature obtaining a new set of wings, and are now getting-along famously.

Having discovered these species, | then tried to set-about studying their habits. The decathlon,
for example, seems to be a most active of animals, needing to be taken out for exercise numerous
times aweek. For thisreason | have to feed and clean it quite frequently. Occasionally, it gets
in such a hurry to return to the ground for feeding that, upon landing, its rotating wiskers get
bent. Then begins the long and very painful process of straightening them out: atraumatic
experience for al involved. | hear the pittsis not immune from this behaviour either, as rumours
have reached me that one based at a not too distant reservation also had to have some work done
onitswiskers. All inall, an A. Decathlon isavery rewarding, if alittle troublesome, friend.

The cap species also seemsto fly agreat deal, perhaps with more vigour though, asit seemsto
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need awider hunting ground than the others, preferring to roam the country for months at atime.
| hear our specimen migrated south for the Winter... awise decision | must say. Pity its pilot
couldn’t do the same, but | hear that his other job requires him to stay at Hanscom, and besides
he's an avid Hockey player they say, and won’t mind the cold at all.

Plane and pilot having made their peace, the red and white pitts S2B was often to be seen, tracing
asinuous path on taxiway Sierra, waggling itstail, asit were, in anticipation of the delightsit
would soon experience in the skies over New England. Furthermore, it has cometo my
attention that we have not one, but two extras at Hanscom. The second isarichly coloured

300L. As| understand the matter, having worked very hard for the Northern Lights, this worthy
avian was “put out to pasture”’ so to speak, in the supposedly quiet northeastern United States.
WEell, pastures are hard to find hereabouts and, as illustrated by the fact its pilot seemsto feel
compelled to wear a cowboy hat, it is clearly evident that this extra s fighting days aren’t over.

My duties increasingly draw me away from my little decathlon and | recently resigned myself to
the notion that others should help in caring for it. Luckily for me, enough pilots have been
introduced to the friendly ways of the decathlon that three souls volunteered for the task. Some
names you may already be familiar with, others you will soon cometo know. Suffice to say that
they, like us, appreciate the unbridled joy of riding a beast of the genus Acrobaticain the most
exhilarating experience one can have and still be able to talk about it without blushing.

So dear friends, these are the creatures and pilots I’ m aware of, who knows, | may discover

more, or others may join us soon. Perhaps after the cold winter chill draws to an end, we will
look about us and find alarger community than we remembered. We can hope, can’'t we?
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Caendar of Events

January 15", 2005

Chapter Meeting
Mansfield

Andy Cooper discusses the Intermediate Sequence

February 5" and 6"

Introduction to Aerobatic Judging
Nashua, NH

Daniel Webster College

February

Chapter Banquet

TBD

April 28" —May 1%

New England Aerobatic Contest

Orange, MA
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President- Steve Till
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Carlide, Ma. 01741
(978) 369-8592 H
setill @comcast.net

Vice President- Janusz Becla
januszl@eudoramail .com

Treasurer- Sheldon Apsell
20 Maubar Lane
Newton, MA 02459
617-332-4795 H

http://iac35.aer obatics.ws

Newdetter stuff goesto:
Rob Petit at
ripetit@earthlink.net
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Chapter 35 mailing list signup (highly recommended):

lac35-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Page - 9 -



