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From the Pilot's Seat

By Steve Till

1/18/05
The Unknowable.

| have been noticing the discussion about improving | 2
scoring and judging that has been unfolding on my
computer. The email “exploder” depositsit there
daily. | liketo compete. | do pay some attention to my scores. | find the arguments about TBLP
and Judges quadlifications interesting in the way one would find a Bolivian soccer match
interesting. Y ou can appreciate the battle, but the outcome seems unimportant.

Flying aerobaticsis aworld unto itself. It can take up your entire life, employing al your
faculties. We can approach that world from many different directions. The mathematical
dissection of scoring isonly one. If you attend the Judge's school you will see great attention
paid to the way figures are flown and observed. Analyzing the aerodynamic forces, which shape
our figures, can be a source of great conversations and learning. Many of us are minutely,
mechanically involved with the care and maintenance of our aircraft.

All these approaches to aerobatics have something to teach us. We need a solid, scientific, and
mechanica understanding of what we are doing to be safe and to fly clean figures. We are,
however, pilots, not computers, and analyzing aerobatic data leaves out the essence of aerobatic

flying.

For most of us aerobatics is a series of short vacations from the rest of our lives. Whatever else
we spend our days and evenings engaged in, the world inside the cockpit isin contrast. And
what contrast! We can unhinge our usual perspective of the world and enter a space that is
entirely otherwise.

We control immense power with our hands and feet. We have free will to go in any direction, in
any orientation we want. We can make the earth rotate, disappear or fill our vision by pushing
and pulling with our arms and legs. We can throw ourselves violently around the confines of the
cockpit amid great noise and visual confusion. Or we can lightly tug ourselves out of the seat
with ashrug on the controls.

The essence of aerobatics lies near these sensations. Our sense memories constitute the gravity
which draws us back into the whirling sky. Analyzing data and studying theory does not have
the mass required to pull us aoft. Our presence in the sky’s blue box is supported by something
weightier and harder to define...
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The Chapter Banquet

The IAC Chapter 35 Banquet is on for Saturday February 5th. Drinks are on at 6:00 with Dinner
a 7:00. Chez Apsell isat 20 Malubar Lane in Newton. Thisisarealy swank joint so none of
your t-shirts and old jeans. White tie and tales would be nice, but a clean shirt will do. Wives and
Girlfriends are invited. The cost is $35.00. Please notify me of your intentions do we can work
out seating and food amounts.

| hope to see you al there

Stephen Till

Email Issues

If your name or email addressis listed below, please contact Steve Till at setill @comcast.net.
There are problems with sending you email. Thanx.

William Davis Jr. wrdavis@aol.com

Bill Stewart eastern@eccteam.com

Paul Uhlig paul n.uhlig@hitchcock.org

Bill Walker walker.fireprotectio@verizon.net
John Wood jtwood@verizon.net

pittsldm@aol .com

Hanscom Ramblings

By Matt Crane

As | write this article, one can observe the first decent flying day in several weeks slowly
winding down into an inky night. Y ou would imagine not much had happened at Hanscom since
my last log entry. Not so. Let me introduce you to our dramatis personae. They are roughly
divided into three categories. owners based at Hanscom, Executive Flyers staff, and Executive
Flyersrenters.

Ownersthen. Most illustrious of owners, and recently returned from his 2004 campaigns, we
have Michael Goulian, who typically fliesa CAP 232, but will occasionally fly apair of ice
skates. Does that count as flying? Well, he' s floating on a fluid, taking the occasional tumble and
narrowly avoiding traffic ... sounds like flying to me. Next and, oh, | should add that though I'm
employed by Michael, you should read absolutely nothing — I mean nothing — into the order of
presentation. So, next we have Ray M oor man, who flies a Pitts S2B. Ray occasionally flies with
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one of my students. This student, who used to wax
lyrical on the virtues of a Decathlon, now craves a
Pitts ... coincidence? I'm not so sure.

So that takes care of two, but we have more: there are
Charlie Schumacher with aPitts S1T which heflies
in Advanced and Sheldon Apsell, with the Northern
Lights Extra300L and alarge hat — did it come with
the plane, | wonder? And finally thereis Neville
Hogan, in the white and red Pitts S2B with
refurbished wings. He is notable for a having

devel oped the technique of spotting those telltale tail
wiggles which accrue lost pointsin any looping
segment. Armed with this knowledge, in 2005 I'm
going to keep my elevator ab-so-lutely still with both
hands and feet. Neville, you won’t catch my tail

wiggling.

Among the crowd of Executive Flyers acro pilots, you
will find Greg Ryan, who used to instruct at EFA but
now flies Falcons. His company — Liberty Mutual —

recently leveled our old hangar in order to make space

to build their own, so maybe you won’t see him flying our Decathlon next year after all. Then
there’'s, oh, I’'m shy even to mention it, but, well, actually we're honored to have amongst us a
true legend. Yes, folks, giveit up for none other than, (drumroll please) the Emperor Till. Well,
we will if we buy anew Decathlon. See, this Emperor is not interested in new clothes, no sir, he
wants something tangible like a new plane. Well, he is on a new plane, so why shouldn’t he have
anew plane. We, your humble subjects, will do what we can. Okay, okay, he has his own forum

so I'll move on.

Dean Hickman-Smith still flies our
Decathlon; heis, however, the above-
mentioned student and is slowly but surely
migrating towards the purchase of a Pitts.
David Shaver recently qualified to fly
Decathlons and chose the Outlaw as hisfirst
contest; | wonder what he made of us? Danny
Sica, who also recently qualified, amost flew
at the Outlaw, but we ran out of daylight. He
is also considering ownership of aPitts,
hoping — | imagine — that thiswill increase his
chances of actually getting to fly at a contest.
Good luck Danny, the absence of your
namesake at future contests will make thisa
tough proposition for al of us. David Smith
ishibernating in alega library somewherein

Page - 3 -



The Hammerhead — February 2005

Massachusetts, but we expect him to shake off the

dust and snowflakesin time for Orange. Last

summer, company policy obliged him to take me

along for one flight as he “refamiliarized” himself

with the Decathlon; it was so much fun, I’m not

sure who was teaching whom. Watch out folks, he's

looking for a high(er) performance monoplane. No

sooner was he checked-out in our Decathlon, that

MIT Senior Anibal Marra escaped to Texas. He'll

be back in the Spring, having probably practiced

more than most of us! Michael L ester competed in

the Montreal Acro Challenge actualy flying 40AC to the contest with me has reverted to being
an impecunious grad student at HBS, while L ee Delaney, who chose to drive up to that same
contest, is still to be found occasionally tooling around in 40AC; we hope he'll come to more
contests: Dean’ s kids absolutely love his golden retriever. Byron Brumbaugh and Eric Cohen
traded the California monsoons for the New England deep-freeze, and were recently added to our
squadron of Decathlon flyers. Byron’s technique is to practice assiduously - usualy at dusk -
while Eric’sisto hightail it to Florida for the month of January and fly Embry-Riddl€e’ s Pitts.
WEe'll see which one works best.

Amongst the staff at Executive Flyers, there number such luminaries as Greg Dinning, long-
time tamer of wild Decathlons and recent winner of a gold gong in Sportsman, currently engaged
in a Quixotic quest to make himself truly enjoy flying spam cans. Michael Cappiello, who —
together with the other Michael, whose CAP 232 he has the unenviable task of ferrying around
North America— has won my respect by reversing the trend set by the likes of Eric and Anibal
by actually moving northwards from Floridato spend his winter with usin the North East. He
teaches aerobatics together with our newest arrival, Sam M ontgomery, a Pitts owner and former
Hanscom-based Air Force officer who, after having rented our Decathlon for afew months, must
have carried with him such a happy memory of the event that he left the air force, got his ratings
and is now back hereto fly acro full-time!
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We cometo yours truly, Matt Crane. | have considered myself very lucky indeed to be
associated — however tenuously — with the above-mentioned characters for quite awhile. | was
very happy also that Emperor Till let me share (“inflict” maybe?) my musings with you all.
However, | now have another reason to be regjoice (read ‘drool’), as Hanscom will soon be graced
by another lovely Acrobatica beast: a brand-
new extra 300L which my fellow instructors
and myself will have the good fortuneto fly to
(and “in”, I hope) loca and not-so-local IAC
contests this season. In an unquestionably
shameless plug for my company, | am thrilled
(you really have no idea how much) to
announce that Executive Flyersisnow a
distributor for Extraaircraft. We'll be giving
demo rides too, so — who knows —we may
achieve the unimaginable: increasing the
number of aerobatic planes at Hanscom whilst
at the same time reducing the total number of
wings.

Making the Nationals Happen

Greetings my fellow IAC35 members, thisis your humble vice president. | would liketo
share with you a few thought regarding the Unites States National Aerobatic Championships, and
someideas | have for helping to increase the participation of the Northeast chapters.

For the last severa yearsin late September the best aerobatic pilots in the country
congregate in Sherman Texas for the US Nationals. Grayson County Airport located just afew
miles outside of Sherman hosts the completion. A long sense decommission military training
facility, it isan ideal location for this event. Available to the participants are large staging ramps,
plenty of hanger space and very large runways.

Last year was my second consecutive appearance in Texas, and it was one of the best
experiences in aerobatic flying | have had so far. It was very exiting to have the opportunity to
examine the large variety of airplanes, afull aerobatic box and most of all meeting every one
who came to complete as well as the large number of volunteers. The IAC makes available
several resources as listed on the US Nationals website which make the trip financially feasible.
For those of us on flight instructor salaries, this includes reasonable rates on hotels and
transportation. Typically every night at the conclusion of flying there is some sort of event where
you can hang out with all the acro-heads have awarm meal and plenty of beverages.

For most of us atrip to Texas presents severa difficulties that have to be overcome.
Primarily it will require at least eight days out of your schedule, preparation for the competition,
the flight out to Grayson Count and back, which is approximately 1,200 NM, and the cost. My
proposal is to reduce some of this burden by providing an airplane to transport your luggage; |
will aso handle al the navigation flight planning and radio procedures for the entire route of
flight. Last year Andy Cooper, Rob Holland and | made the trip with three aircraft, the slowest
onewas Andy’s S-2A, with an approximate speed of 120mph. We still managed to get therein a
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day and ahalf. This year we hope to decrease the travel time to one day, with the availability of
faster airplanes and proven routes. For the cargo aircraft | have accessto a C-182T, BE-58, or
PA24-260. To conserve time and maximize efficiency the segments we chose are along a direct
track from NE to Sherman, there are plenty of airports along the way providing relatively
inexpensive fuel, plenty of services and hotels. In my opinion the concept of formation flying
long distances also adds alevel of security aswe al watch out for each other and have plenty of
fun.

For those interested in making the trip this year, please send me an email with any
guestions or concerns you might have. | have prepared an Excel spread sheet with the brake
down of all expenses, and airport locations based on last years excursion, with slight
modification to the fuel price you can expect an approximate cost of around $2,300.00. | will
also be working with Alex Belov and some of the 58 folks that have already expressed an
interest in returning to the US National s this year. If we combine our efforts this could turn out to
be fun adventure. We must combine our legions and launch the assault on the Southwest.

J.P. Becla

EAA’s Aviation Services

EAA members are one call, email or letter away from awide range of technical aviation services
available from the Aviation Services Department at EAA. First and foremost, the Aviation
Services Team is responsible for answering member technical inquiries relating to pilot and
aircraft issues. This one-on-one consulting covers everything from “How do | register my
homebuilt?’ to “What’sinvolved in the A& P exam” to “How do | convert my ultralight for the
new sport pilot rule?” and more.

Experienced pilots, aircraft owners, homebuilders, ultralighters and sport pilot specialists staff
the department. Their personal and professional experience enable them to field just about any
technical aviation question that comestheir way. And if they can’t answer your question right
away, they’ |l do the research needed to help guide you to the right resource or solution. EAA’s
in-house library is an additional resource the Aviation Services team counts on for information
and the library is aso available to members visiting the Oshkosh headquarters offices.

The Aviation Services Department supplies a great deal of the technical information found on the
Members Only portion of EAA’s website at www.eaa.org. The Homebuilders Headquarters
section on the site provides awealth of information on building, maintaining and flying an
experimental amateur built aircraft. A significant amount of the content on EAA’s Sport Pilot
website page is also developed by the Aviation Services team.

Two of the most popular “hands on” offerings from the Aviation Services Department are the
Technical Counselor and Flight Advisor programs. There's a network of over 1,000 EAA
members across the US who are registered EAA Technical Counselors that will come to your
homebuilding location to provide in-progress inspection of your project. The Flight Advisor
program has several hundred EAA members who will provide advice and assistance on taking
that first flight in your new homebuilt aircraft.
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FAA Medical assistance is one of the individual offerings also available from the department. If
amember needs assistance receiving a specia issuance from the FAA, Aviation Services
personnel will track the application all the through the process until approval to ensure that
nothing derails your application. In addition, we have a network of doctors that are AMES and
EAA members who volunteer their services to help other membersretain or regain their medical.

For more information on your EAA Technical Services offerings please call 1-800 —-EAA-INFO.
They’re ready for your questions!
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Caendar of Events

February 5" and 6"

THE JUDGING SCHOOL HAS BEEN CANCELLED

February 5"

Chapter Banquet
Drinks at 6:00pm, Dinner at 7:00pm
20 Malubar Lane

Newton, MA

March 19th

Chapter Meeting

Location TBD

April 28" —May 1%

New England Aerobatic Contest

Orange, MA



Chapter Information

President- Steve Till
779 North Road
Carlide, Ma. 01741
(978) 369-8592 H
setill @comcast.net

Vice President- Janusz Becla
januszl@eudoramail .com

Treasurer- Sheldon Apsell
20 Malubar Lane
Newton, MA 02459
617-332-4795 H

http://iac35.aer obatics.ws

Newdetter stuff goesto:
Rob Petit at
ripetit@earthlink.net
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Chapter 35 mailing list signup (highly recommended):

lac35-subscribe@yahoogroups.co
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